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We are all called to mission
‘Here’ where we live or
‘There’ where we might go.
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A YEAR OF CALLING, IDENTITY AND MISSION

HEADSPACE . NZ



Why are we here?
What are we here for?

| How do we become
more missional?
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Why are we here




Why are we here?

Biblical Basis

7 In the Old Testament:
God’s purpose for man before the Fall, Gen 1: 28
For Abraham, Gen 17: 3-8
During the Exile, Ezekiel 36: 22-23

2 In the New Testament:

Jesus’ purpose for His followers

Matt 5: 14-16; Jn 17: 18-21; Acts 1:8



Why are we here?

Church History

7 What mission looked like in the early Church i.e first century or two AD.

2 The shape of mission over the next 1,400 years.

3 Since the 1500s.

4 How has the Church been like / not like the Jews in its attitudes to the non-
Christian world?

5 Who, therefore, is called to mission?
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1700 - 1800s

The Rise of Protestant Mission

= William Carey = India, 1793
= Samuel Marsden = NZ, Christmas Day 1814
= Hudson Taylor = China, 1853

BUT Colonisation +/-
= Self-interest e.g. Treaty of Waitangi issues

= Viewed other civilisations as being lower/lesser q"g



1700 - 1800s

Social Action as Mission

= Health and Education
= Political, e.g. Wilberforce (1759 — 1833) & The Abolition of Slavery

= The Salvation Army (1865, London East End, William Booth) & The
Industrial Revolution



2025

How are we doing today?

How are we like/not like the Jews in our attitudes to the non-Christian
world?

= Christian ghettoes and sometimes a narrow view of mission

= Polycentric mission



2025

Who, therefore, is called to mission?

We are all called to mission
‘Here’ where we live or
‘There’ where we might go.



Why are we here?

Our Churches Today P

7 What might a missional
church look like today?

2 How can we help ourselves
and each other to think and
live missionally?




Why are we here?

Self Reflection

I Whatis my life purpose?

How am | living that out now?

“Mission is for now, worship is forever” —John Piper
D

God made me to live in Him and to help others to know Him, wherever that is and
however | am gifted.



A MiSSion Liturgy part 1

Blessed are you Creator and Sustainer of the universe, Who brings forth bread from the
earth.

You have given us your peace, and set a hunger in our hearts. Restore our strength.
Give new energy to tired limbs, new thought to weary minds.

This is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!

Lord, we are honoured that you call us your friends.

Call us afresh to know and experience your love;

For this is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!

Fill us afresh with your Holy Spirit that we may use the gifts you have given each one of
us with courage and compassion;

For this is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!
Open our eyes Lord, to see your grace at work beyond our church buildings and
institutions; ch

For this is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!



A MiSSion Liturgy part 2

Help us Lord, to work with you in building communities of faith allowing your Gospel to
be expressed in our hurting world;

For this is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!

May we proclaim afresh your faithfulness and constant love in a changing and uncertain
world;

For this is your mission, Lord. We’re in this together!

Let us see with the eyes of faith;

For mission is seeing what You, God, are doing and joining in.

For the building of Your kingdom and to the glory of Your name;

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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These are my notes from lectures given in the Spring of 2012
Luther Seminary
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